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More Books Available from CounterPunch
Annual Fundraising Appeal

CounterPunchers Here’s An Offer You Shouldn’t Refuse!

We’ve been telling you for a week that either we meet our fundraising goal of $75,000 over the next month or we’ll be forced to drastically curtail the operation of our
website.

Many, but not nearly enough of you have rallied with donations. With three more weeks of our fundraiser to go, we’re still far from our target. But now a CounterPuncher has
stepped forward to renew and raise a magnificently generous pledge he made last year.

This CounterPunch supporter will now match every donation of $100 or more, to  a combined total of $25,000. That means that any of you
out there  thinking of donating $50 should know that if you donate a further $50, CounterPunch will receive an additional $100.  And if you plan to send us  $200 or
$500 or more, he will give CounterPunch a matching $200 or $500 or more. 

So now it’s your turn. Double your clout right now.  Step up to the plate, and reach for the phone, or your check book or hit the online donation button.

Many websites on the progressive side of the spectrum are cut-and-paste affairs, a mix of columns culled from mainstream newspapers, weeklies, blogs and so forth. Every
day our CounterPunch site offers you up to a dozen original articles, and often twenty across our three-day weekend site.

We’ve been asking some of our readers and writers for our website to say why they value CounterPunch. Here’s what NOAM CHOMSKY  wrote us:

 “It is, regrettably, no exaggeration to say that we are living in an era of irrationality, deception, confusion, anger, and unfocused fear — an ominous
combination, with few precedents.  There has never been a time when it was so important to have a voice of sanity, insight, understanding of what is happening
in the world.  Counterpunch has performed that essential service with unusual success.  It is a matter of paramount importance to ensure that it will continue to
do so, with even greater resources than before.”

And RALPH NADER:

“A roaring colosseum of commentary, columnists and tell-it-like-it-was,-is,-and-should be original reportage, complete with a bookstore whose readable
volumes tear away the lies, evasions, cover-ups and myths of a censored world. Taste, digest and deepen your mind from this fresh cornucopia called
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CounterPunch.”

And  PAUL CRAIG ROBERTS:

“CounterPunch is a first class site with a first class audience. Cockburn and St Clair assemble menus that offer to readers interesting perspectives and factual
analyses that are essential to navigating our chaotic times.  I always read the CounterPunch page”

Unlike many other outfits, we don’t hit you up for money every month … or even every quarter. But when we ask, we mean it. We ask for your support. We offer in return our
independence, our unique position and our editorial choices.

Please, use our secure server make a tax-deductible donation to CounterPunch today or purchase a subscription and a gift sub for someone or one of our award winning books
(or a crate of books!) as holiday presents. (We won’t call you to shake you down or sell your name to any lists.)

To contribute by phone you can call Becky or Deva toll free at: 1-800-840-3683

Thank you, from Alex, Jeffrey, Becky, Alya, Deva, Kimberly, Nat and Marc

CounterPunch   PO Box 228, Petrolia, CA 95558

June 27, 2001
Hitchens v. Kissinger

Don’t Sue Henry!
by Alexander Cockburn And Jeffrey St. Clair

Christopher Hitchens writes in Harper’s, and in his new book The Trial of Henry Kissinger, that Kissinger is a war criminal. Kissinger responds to a Detroit radio talk show
host, Mitch Albom, that Hitchens had “denied the Holocaust ever took place.” Does that mean that Kissinger accepts he’s a war criminal? Now Hitchens tells the New York
Post that he and his wife Carol are Jewish and that “Mr. Kissinger will be hearing from my attorney, who will tell him two things he already knows — what he said is false,
malicious and defamatory, and if he says it again, we will proceed against him in court.”

That’s a mistake, surely. It makes Hitchens sound defensive. It also changes the subject from Kissinger’s blood-stained rampages through the late twentieth century to what
precisely Hitchens wrote about David Irving, and what he may have said to Edward J. Epstein. (Back in Clintontime Epstein (partisan of Sidney Blumenthal in the latter’s face
off with Hitchens) told the New York Observer that during dinner at Elaine’s Hitchens had told him and boon companions that actual evidence of six million Jews dead in gas
ovens was in short supply. Hitchens adamantly denied Epstein’s recollection.)

The idea may be to get HK into a libel action and then see what can be dragged out of the monster’s archives in the discovery process. But such a suit would cost a fortune,
and even though CH is surely well paid by Vanity Fair for his monthly column, we doubt he wants to see $200,000 end up in a lawyer’s back pocket (unless he has a Magic
Christian or Magic Jew ready to finance the whole enterprise.) Better, surely, to make a joke about Kissinger’s counter-slur and then refocus public attention on the
desirability of putting HK on trial.

In the wake of Hitchens’s two articles in Harper’s on Kissinger’s war crimes, magistrates in three countries — Chile, Argentina, and France — have summoned Kissinger to
answer questions. Le Monde reported earlier this month that when French Judge Roger Le Loire had a summons served on Kissinger on May 31 at the Ritz Hotel in Paris,
Kissinger fled Paris. The judge wanted to ask Kissinger about his knowledge of Operation Condor, the scheme evolved by Pinochet and other Latin American proconsuls of
the American Empire to kill or “disappear” their opponents.

Russell Mokhiber and Robert Weissman, who put out the excellent Naderite publication, Multinational Monitor, wrote up an interesting account of Kissinger’s recent
appearance at the National Press Club in Washington DC.

“Scattered throughout the ballroom at the Press Club were little white note cards for questions, and it appeared that perhaps 100 questions were scribbled and sent up to the
moderator, Richard Koonce, a member of the Press Club’s book and author committee.It was Koonce’s job to sift through the questions, pick out some interesting ones, and
ask Henry some probing questions.”.

Mokhiber and Weissman say they wrote down six questions — about the report in the Times, Kissinger’s interview with Albom, the incident at the Ritz Hotel in Paris,
Hitchens’s articles in Harper’s, about the three magistrates and simply this one: “If you are indicted for war crimes, will you defend yourself in court?”

The fix was in. Koonce “lofted six or seven puff balls
about Kissinger in China, about Kissinger on Nixon, about
his generic views of foreign policy. Nothing about war
crimes, nothing about operating outside the law, nothing
about Hitchens.”

After the event, Mokhiber and Weissman confronted Koonce.

“Was there an agreement with Dr. Kissinger not to ask
questions related to Christopher Hitchens and allegations of war crimes?”

Koonce did not deny it.

“There was a definite sensitivity to that,” Koonce said. “He
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[Kissinger] was afraid that if we got into a discussion of
that, for the vast majority of people that, it would take so
much time to explain all of the context, that you know, he
preferred to avoid that, and so . . .”

And so Kissinger’s wishes were accommodated and the
questions were avoided.

Be it noted, as journalists and editors of, CounterPunch, we’re generally opposed to libel actions. But before anyone heaps libelous mud upon our good names, they should be
aware that we might make an exception if the suit stands a good chance of extorting large sums from bad people, or represents the only avenue of successful counter-attack
against aforementioned bad people. We should mention that after we wrote in CounterPunch some years ago that Kissinger tried to make off with a vase from his Chinese
guest house during his first trip to China, lawyers for HK wrote to us in threatening terms. Fearing protracted and costly litigation we promptly retracted the slur, noting that in
the same item we had described HK as a war criminal, and Kissinger’s lawyers had not contested this description as inaccurate or libelous. CP
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